benefits other than the fruits sought by him, the person
folio wing dharma seeking punya or spiritual excellence will
get material gains also. Thus Dharma lays greater emphasis
on the spiritual aspect.
The rules and regulations and the exceptions
provided are so voluminous that a person aspiring to tread
the path of Dharma is confronted with several doubts at
each step. The labyrinth of the laws is bewildering. Great
acharyas like Bhishma and Drona could not answer
Draupadi when she asked them whether Dharma or
righteous conduct permitted her being dragged and
disrobed. They only remarked that the law was ambiguous
and expressed their inability to give a clear verdict.
The sages of Naimisa, who had learned vedas and
were practising the vedir rituals, were also confronted with
several doubts regarding Dharma. They were eager to clear
their doubts and to gain more knowledge. Fortunately for
them the great exponent of epics and puranas, Suta arrived
there. Saunaka and other sages were delighted to have the
great commentator amids1- them. They received the disciple
of Vyasa with great reverence and after he settled down,
expressed their desire to hear him. They addressed him,
"Oh learned Suta! Please let us know all the Dharmas.
Indeed what are Dharmas? Which of them have to be
followed? Which of them are considered best? Which of
them will make a man perfect and which will ensure
salvation? The Dharma indicated in the Vedas are
elaborately dealt with in epics and puranas. They are clear
and at times vague. We beseech you, the disciple of the
codifier of the Vedas and the commentator of epics and
puranas, to enlighten us, for you are the best person to clear
our doubts. We seek your guidance11.
Suta was very glad to have the opportunity of
speaking on a subject dear to him. Appreciating their
eagerness to learn the several instruments of Dharma, he
invoked the grace of his guru Veda Vyasa and began: